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In May 2002 the Bottlenose Dolphin Take Reduction Team submitted a     

report to NOAA Fisheries with recommendations to reduce the take of     

bottlenose dolphins incidental to commercial fisheries. 

The Team’s consensus recommendations for a Take Reduction Plan for 

the western North Atlantic coastal bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops         

truncatus) include regulatory measures, based on management units, that 

apply to specific fisheries and generally seek to reduce soak times, the 

amount of gear in the water at any given time, and to modify practices in 

order to limit interactions with and take of bottlenose dolphins.   

The Team also adopted non-regulatory recommendations for all        

management units including education and outreach, as well as improved 

research, monitoring, stranding data, and  observer coverage.  Due to  

differences in gear characteristics from the net fisheries, the Team        

developed a separate set of recommendations for the blue crab pot/trap 

fishery.  NOAA Fisheries is currently in the process of developing a 

regulatory package based on the Team’s recommendations and public 
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http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/

prot_res/ 

Katie.Moore@noaa.gov 

Ali.Hudon@noaa.gov�
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The sixth Team meeting will be held  April 1-3, 2003 in 
Virginia Beach, VA at the Sheraton Oceanfront Hotel 
(Address:  36th Street and Atlantic Ave.; Virginia Beach, 
VA 23451; (800) 521.5635).  The meeting will start at 
8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 1, 2003, and it will conclude 
at 5 p.m. on Thursday April 3, 2003.   
�
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Meetings are open to the public, and both NOAA Fisheries 
and the Team would like to hear your concerns and ideas 
to ensure that management is as effective as possible.  
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Bottlenose Dolphin Take Reduction Plan Fact Sheet 
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Please contact Katie Moore at (727) 570-5312 to 
learn more about upcoming meetings, the process, 
and Team members who are representing your    
interests.  
 
 

For gear-related questions, ideas on gear       
modification, or other take reduction options, 
please contact Bill Foster at (252) 986-2430. 


